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Emergency Closing Coursework 
The Hound of the Baskervilles 
By Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

 
 

1. How does Doyle use mood, setting, and tone to make the novel more interesting?  
 
2. Explain in what way Watson could be considered a foil in the work.  
 
3. Are the characters in The Hound of the Baskervilles round or flat? Give examples to support 
your argument.  
 
4. The tone of the book changes as the characters approach Baskerville Hall. Describe the change 
and find a passage that represents the attitude that the characters have toward Baskerville Hall.  
 
5. Why does Doyle choose to have the story narrated by Dr. Watson?  
 
6. Using examples from the story, describe how Sherlock Holmes uses his scientific method to 
solve the mystery.  
 
7. What is the social class of the characters in this story? What can you tell about Doyle’s 
attitude toward the social class issues of his day?  
 
8. Write a character analysis essay comparing and contrasting the two main characters in the 
novel, Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson.  
 
9. Explain why Doyle’s series of mystery novels featuring Sherlock Holmes stand out from all 
other mystery novels and have become classic works of literature.  
 
10. What is the theme of the novel?  
 
11. Why has Sherlock Holmes’ manner of solving problems become a literary cliché.  
 



12. How is Doyle’s attitude toward superstition and legend demonstrated through the characters 
and events in the novel? 
 
13. What does the discussion of the walking stick reveal about the relationship between Sherlock 
Holmes and Dr. Watson? 
 
14. What is Sir Henry’s reaction to hearing the legend of the Hound of the Baskervilles? 
 
15. What is Sir Henry’s reaction to the idea of not going to Baskerville Hall? 
 
16. Why do Holmes and Watson follow Dr. Mortimer and Sir Henry? What happens on the 
street? 
 
17. In his reports, what key piece of information does Watson relate regarding Stapleton? 
 
18. What other information does Holmes disclose to Watson in regard to Stapleton? 
 
19. Why do Watson and Holmes initially assume that Selden’s body is that of Sir Henry? 
 
20. What does Stapleton say brought him out on the moor? 


